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LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 

July 9th, 1694. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward, 

S r In my former of the 19th Dec. & 15th June, I gave 
you an account of some bills I had upon you, the last for ^10 to 
Mr. Dan' Parkes if come to hand I assure myself they are an- 
swered. This comes now purposely to accompany what I then 
promised, viz: a short description of Virginia, & a methodical 
Digestion of the Laws thereof, which you will herewith receieve, 
all my friends have perswade me that it will be a very useful ac- 
ceptable book, & sell well, affirming every one that can read both 
here & in Maryland would have one, if their guesses prove true, 
some thousands will be suddenly vended, especially if Traders 
in England should think them worth their perusal, if so the Prin- 
ter or Bookseller, if you think it worth the offering might be in- 
duced to give something liberally for the Copy of it, for if they 
should sell so well as these Gentlemen fancy, it would deserve 
abundantly more than is given for the Copy of the ordinaryest 
Play book, which is twenty shillings a sheet. I shall refer the 
whole matter to you, only in this particular must advise, that I 
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would not have the Impression neither in my name nor at my 
charge. If they be printed they had best be in Quarto (without 
any blank paper at the end as Purvis in his book foolishly & 
uselessly devised) which will make them more portable & less 
changeable. I need not direct about the divers Characters that 
it must be put in, both in the book & in the margin, supposing 
every Printer knows properly how to direct therein. The next 
thing to be considered if it be thought worthy the Press, is, for 
the Printer or Publisher, to get it licenced, which without diffi- 
culty or charge will be easily obtained. Also the Printer or Pub- 
lisher may in some measure, arrive to the value & usefulness of 
the book, if he takes this Coppy of mine & procure one of Pur- 
vis printed books, Intituled a Complete Collection of all the laws 
of Virginia, which are sold by Thomas Mercer at the sign 
of the half moon, the corner shop of the Royal Exchange 
in Cornhill, & go with both to some learned Lawyer, who will be 
able presently to inform them thereon. That I have not men- 
tioned anything of Brenton is easily answered, because nothing 
is said of James Town but naming the place, this being only a 
short Introductory discourse to usher in the account of the Laws, 
but if this forlorn should come off successfully, then perhaps I 
might be encouraged to write a large discourse of this Country 
Brenton should not then fail of its due commends which future 
times will see fully manifested. 

What I have divers times wrote before, was giving an account 
of the receipt of the Still & Callash sent by Purvis & of three 
bills charged upon you, one to John Thomas for ^30. One other 
to Mr. Daniel Parkes lor ^100, & another to the said Parkes for 
;£io, together with an order upon Mr. Jno. Taylor for my money 
in his hands, all which I hope are safe come to hand & I hope 
the money paid according to Direction. I know not what fur- 
ther I have to add than to assure you I am S r , 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward. 



July 20, 1694. 
Mr. George Mason 

S r Yours I received by Capt. Scot together w'* an account 

of the sales of my Tob°, I have wrote by Capt. Jones in the 
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David, who I hope is safe arrived & by him have consigned you 
two hh d " Tob° which I assure myself you will dispose to my best 
advantage. By Capt. Scot I have sent a large Packet directed 
to Mr. Nicholas Hayward of London, Notary Publick, which is 
a little too chargeable for Postage, therefore he has promised to 
send it by the Carriers as directed, if he should not, or your 
curiosity makes you inclineable to take a view of it, being a 
short account of this Country & its Laws, which I know traders 
hither may be desirous to know, you may if you please take a 
view of yourself, but let nobody else see it, and take effectual 
care forthwith to let it be delivered as it is directed. I thank 
you S r for your half dozen of Claret, & should have in gratifica- 
tion returned you a hamper of cider, but upon examination 
found none worth my sending or your acceptance, for want of a 
Racking at the Spring, the bees having pricked it, therefore 
that I may not be under the like misfortune next year, I desire 
you to send me a thing to Rack hh d " of cider, w ch Mr. Scot tells 
me they make both of Tin & Pewter & has taken a memorandum 
thereof, I do not mean those many devices the wine Coopers 
have as bellows, &c. I hope if you do not rightly understand 
me Capt. Scot will inform you. If you can in Bristol meet with 
Cornelius Tacitus works Annals & History in English & Poly- 
bius history in English please to buy them & send them in, I am 

S r Your Wff. 
To Mr. George Mason Merc 1 in Bristol. 



